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 PUNTA GORDA“ FLA., NOON,

A FINE CHRISTMAS.

Governor-Elect Giave a Smoker.
Other Pleasant Features.

Christmase in Punta Gorda pass-
od quietly, except for the usual
shooting of firescrackers and such
festivities as are appropriate to
the season,

Evidences of merriment
noticeable several days before the
95th, but the Christinas trees in
the various churches marked the
real beginning of the festivities.

In the Baptist, Presbytervian
and Methodist churches, the trees
were laden with gifts for both old
and young, the Sunday school
children in each instance being the
ones most vitally concerned in the
distribution,  Beautiful decora:
tions were characteristic of ench of
the trees,

At the Presbyterian church, the
exercises by the childven ‘proved
very interesting, but at the other
churches only & scripture reading
and the singing of songs preced-
ed the taking down of the pres

wore

ents.

On Christmas Day, a smoker
given by Gen, Gilchrist, Gov-
ernor-elect of Florida, in the ecity
hall, was 0 most pleasant affair,
One of the features of the oceusiop
was the speeches made by many of
those who attended, Some of
these were voluntary, but others
wore delivered under duress,
Several of the gentlemen present
having been a little backward
about appearing on the plutform,
they were seized bodily by theiy
friends and placed there forcibly;
and their utterances, whei before
the audience, elicited tremendous
applagse. The punch and cigars,
which were supplied to ench guest
in liberal amounts, sttested the
gonerosity of onr next governor,
and every one of the probable two
hundred who shared in the hos
pitality of the General enjoyed
himself to the fullest extent.

The field sports which had been
arranged for the afternocon by the
local tribe of Redl Men, were eull-
ed off on accountiof circumstances

events of the
jal  functions.
An informal dance¥in MeAdow
hall was greatly enjdyed by about
twenty young peoply; and Miss
Maive McCazn entertiined o large
number of her young Yra sids ab
the home of her parents' on Retta

Ksplanade, all of. th present)
having had & most plesant time.
b
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the opinion of the Punra (Gowpa
Heraup, “Florida’s greatost need
today is not immlguu,mn or good
ronds so much ns iy is the adequate
protection of humuan life and prop-

orty through the repression of

crime.”  The appalling freqnency
of marders n this state, it at
tributes to the uncertainty of de-
teotion, the nncertainty of convie-
tion and the uncerlainty of
punighment,  [n vheopinion of the
Time-Union, ' the second cause
hangs on the thivd and the first 1
to some degree an effect of it like-
wise. How can law officers be
expoctad to be zealous in the de-
tection of criminals, and jories to
preserve the bonor and good name
of the #atate, where ffty ' out
offifty-two eriminals who " can
manage to “get their names before
the pardoning board are either
pardoned or buve their sentonces
onmmutod'&
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DeLand Rec onl (Jhl'mtmnu,
1008, and all wgemtion in Florida
as luxorisnt as if it wore May. The
old time winters of Florida were
like the prasent, not cold enough
to kill tho tenderest vegetation,
The guava, tomato and potato
planty grew aod kept green the
winter through, May be those
eycles of warnr winters are return
ing, and fet a8 hope so, that the
tonder truek may grow all winter
and no cold injuve the folinge of
the oumge tree.

Gainesville SumsThe few year |
will ving out an adminisiration
of Btate affairs which bas. been
conducted, so fur as the Governor
was eoncerned, for four years
with the view of advaneing his
individual political interests, and
ring in one which will be conduet.
od apon business principles for
the best interests of the whole
people.  Exit Broward, the poli-
tician; enter Gilchrist, the busi-
ness man.

Grest prepurations are being
made for the inangaration of Gov.
ernor Giilehirsy at ‘lkllaham on
next
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and & grand ball will ocour sq
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Arcadi5 Has Two and Grove

City One. 1
. \{
i LANIER-TOWNSEND,

A wedding that was o surprise
to.the wany friends of the con-
tracting parties was consummated
in Areadia Monday morning at

the afternoon in the pr

b

orate supper wag served. /

Thronghout the house

ooopsion,

man and wife, A reception in the ov i

It wgs known only to the im-
mediate relatives of the young
couple that they intended to get
married, and they were successful
in eluding their friends on Sunday
afternoon, when they went up to
Arc.(ﬁ‘-

The veremony was performed
in the parlor of the Southern hotel
of that eity, Notary C. 8. Noble,
officiating.

Coming back to Punta Gorda
on the mnoon train Monday, Mr.
and AMnier went dlmclh to
the h of Mrs. Wm, Johns,
where they will bave apartments
ankil they perfect arvangemonts
for going to housekegping  for
themsel vee. .

Logan, a8 the groom s fudiy e
milliarly known by his friends, is NLBEIEDES
th son of J, M. Lanier, one of| "RHe contracting partie
the pioncer sottlers of this county; Hon, Gynl Baldwin of
and having grown to manhood in and Misg Helen Mathil
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The bride is the dmhter of u
we"-«m-do citizon of Tampa, und
eal’mhuoonly three weeks ago,
sinoe Which time sho has been the
guest of her cousin, Mra. Wm,
Johns.,  But - her acquaintance
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